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Greetings WNY! Itôs summertime and as the warm Buffalo weather 
heats up, we are cooking up some excellent programs and ser-
vices for the community! I would like to know-what do you (the 
community) want to see in terms of programming and services at 
The Belle Center? As I reflect on my own childhood, I like to exam-
ine what missing components would have made my journey 
through life to date, just a little easier? What added assistance out-
side of my hardworking single parent family could I have received 
as a child or young adult, to help further propel me into my life-long 
dream of serving others in a major way? Success for our young 
people must no longer be an option, but the rule! With our current 
economic and political situation we cannot rely solely on grants. 
We need to develop sustainable and diverse funding sources to 
make sure our children and youth are on pathways to success. We 
are focused on moving forward. The underrepresented youth and families that we serve cannot wait for 
another analysis to be performed that measures the disparities plaguing the inner-city. We are aware of 
the issues and have already implemented tangible solutions that have and will continue to enable indi-
viduals to become self-sufficient through educational components that level the playing field so that our 
children and families have a chance to compete and not only realize their dreams but see those dreams 
become a reality. Every year The Belle Center helps hundreds of youth and families. With the help of 
generous donors from the community and private sector, we can give underrepresented youth and fami-
lies in Buffalo, the chance that they deserve, to dream and accomplish their dreams. 

Can you say ñFOREò! We are excited about our first Annual 
Belle Center Golf Classic coming up August 29th, 2011 at Ar-
rowhead Golf Course. Sign-up your team of 4 or 1 and enjoy a 
challenging golf course, top notch catering, auctions, prizes 
and more all to benefit youth and families in the Buffalo com-
munity through The Belle Center! The Golf Classic is one com-
ponent of The Belle Centerôs 2011 Annual Fund. Our goal is to 
raise $50,000. Although pledges are being collected April 1, 
2011 ï November 30 , 2011, you have until December 31, 
2011 to honor your pledge. For more information on The Belle 

Center Annual Fund visit (www.thebellecenter.org/donate). 
Visit us online (www.thebellecenter.org) and see how we can be of service to you or someone you 
know. For the most up to date information about whatôs happening at The Belle Center register your 
email address for our monthly ñBelle-A-Gramò, follow us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. 
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Nestor Hernandezï Executive Director of 
The Belle Center (childhood picture). 
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Greetings! 
Summer is here and the current economic and political situation has 
presented some major challenges for our organization. However, our 
spirit of resilience and determination will position us to carry out our 
present and future plans for the organization. The Belle Center spe-
cializes in serving those that are underrepresented in our community 
to strategically level the playing field to ensure their success in life. 
We are determined to fight to continue to provide the best programs 
and services for the community. We are requesting the support of the 
community and private sector businesses to stand in the gap so that 
our children can not only dream, but have the opportunity to see their 
dream come in to fruition. We are holding a golf tournament fund-
raiser August 29th at the Arrowhead golf course and I would like to 
personally invite you to participate. Enjoy an afternoon of golfing for a good cause! We also have other opportunities for 
the community to get involved: if you canôt donate monetarily we would love for you to invest your time and talent at our 
Center. The children need you, the community needs you, please donôt stand by idle when it is within your ability to 
stretch out a helping hand to student or family that needs it. 
  
Sincerely, 

Michael A. Rivera 

President of ERHDC Board 

 

AmeriCorps NCCC members from Perry Point, MD-one of the five regional cam-
puses chose to engage in 8 weeks of service working with the City of Buffalo. 
Stationed at The Belle Center during their term of service in WNY, Raven 7 
(team name) made a major impact on the streets of Buffalo by cleaning up de-
bris and working on various projects throughout the City of Buffalo to make 
some debris littered areas more habitable for residents. Memberôs also served 
at The Belle Center with Buffalo AmeriCorps members: having cleaned 13 va-
cant lots, tutored and mentored day care and after-school students and served 
over 200 families through The Belle Food Pantry and Food Express Truck at 
Holy Cross. Raven 7ôs work in the Buffalo community was so impactful that 
Mayor Byron Brown gave these wonderful NCCC members a proclamation and 
declared June 24th ïRaven 7 Day. We applaud the work performed by these 
AmeriCorps NCCC members and look forward to future opportunities to team-up for the greater good of the community! 
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Buffalo AmeriCorps Director-Daytuan Anton-
etti with AmeriCorps NCCC members. 

Michael A. Rivera addressing Buffalo AmeriCorps mem-
bers on the importance of serving. 



The Belle Center Early Childhood children have blossomed over the last year. Many of our 
young infants have discovered their feet and are now walking around and discovering new 
experiences. Our toddler group continue to enjoy their daily yoga sessions; when you walk 
into the toddler classroom and you say the word tree the toddlers automatically go into the 
yoga position. In our preschool room the children are very busy learning about themes such 
as planting and discovering bugs.  
The parents joined their children for many activities such as Motherôs Day Brunch, the Fa-
therôs Day luncheon and a Moving up day celebration- where the children sang songs and 
the parents participated in many art activities. We congratulate many of our preschoolers 
who will be heading off to kindergarten this fall. With summer here the children will enjoy 
many activities outside and have fun playing on their new playground. We are excited about 
offering the Universal Pre-K Program for children that will be four years old by December 31, 
2011. Stop in at any time to find out about the many programs The Belle Center offers for  
children ages 6 weeks to 5 years old. Have a safe and fun summer. 

  
*Now Enrolling For Universal Pre-K Program! Free to any Buffalo resident child who is  

4 years old by 12/31/11. Starts September 6, 2011 (8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Monday - Friday) 
 

For more information contact:  
ERHDC-The Belle Child Care Center Program Director Laurie Beck at  
Phone: 845-0485 ext. 33 or 32 Email: lbeck@thebellecenter.org 
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Day Care parents and students at various events: Fatherôs Day Luncheon, Motherôs Day Brunch and the 
Moving up day celebration. 
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Director James 

McNeil:  
 

-John W. Whitehead 

Summer Camp is underway and The Belle Center Summer Fun Program is in full swing. 
With field trips planned for the Buffalo Zoo and the Strong National Museum of Play, Buffalo 
State College and Flips Gymnastics just to name a few. 
Our enthusiasm for Summer Camp is running on high! 
This summer promises to be a fun yet educational one 
here at The Belle Center that the children will not soon 
forget! 
 
P.S. This yearôs Kids Day Festival will be September 2nd 
2011, from 1:00pm ï 5:00pm and you will not want to 
miss it. There will be lots of food, fun & music for the 
whole family to enjoy, so have a safe and enjoyable sum-
mer and we hope to see you here September 2nd! This 
event is free to the community. 

 
For more information contact:  

 SACC Program Director James McNeil at  
Phone: 845-0485 ext. 23 Email: 
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SACC students pictured at the top and bottom- enjoying some reading while having a healthy snack.   


