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Greetings WNY! The fall season is here and we are going full steam 
ahead to provide the best possible services for the community. We 
are delighted to have had a successful summer from our youth going 
to college visits like University at Buffalo and Buffalo State College to 
the Buffalo Zoo, Strongôs Museum of Play in Rochester, NY and more. 
It is our desire to meet the needs of our youth and their families and 
we are excited about the launch of our new Universal Pre-K program 
which is currently operating at full capacity with 18 students.  

As the organization grows, itôs important that we are healthy. We will 
be bringing in private evaluators to evaluate all of our programming to 
assure that we are providing the most effective programs and services 
to the members in our community.  
The Belle Center is holding tours that operate for one hour twice a 
month. I would like to see you there. If you have any feedback about 
The Belle Center or know of anyone we should be reaching, to attend 
our tours please visit our website (www.thebellecenter.org/take-a-tour) and register for the tour and/or 
leave us a note. Your feedback and participation is valuable to our decision making! 
Our 2011 6th Annual Kids Fest was a huge success! The event marks the end of Summer Camp and 
celebrates unity in the community. During the celebration free food and beverages - hot dogs, snow 
cones, popcorn, entertainment and activities ï obstacle course, face painting, games, a live DJ and 
more were on hand to make an enjoyable event.  The  sponsors for this yearôs event were The Belle 
Center, Buffalo AmeriCorps, Computers For Children Inc., WNY Shares, Best Buy & Mark Grisanti 
which also brought the first annual ñGear Up for Schoolò backpack program. This program supplied 

thousands of underserved children in grades K-
8 with a backpack, schools supplies and other 
special gifts free of charge. 2000 backpacks 
were distributed between The Belle Center and 
an additional site. 
Visit us online (www.thebellecenter.org) and see 
how we can be of service to you or someone 
you know. For the most up to date information 
about whatôs happening at The Belle Center 
register your email address for our monthly 
ñBelle-A-Gram.ò Follow The Belle Center on 
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. 
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6th Annual Kids Fest 2011 at The Belle Center. 
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Greetings! 
 
How are we doing? I really want to know! What do you think about the pro-
grams and services at The Belle Center-are we meeting your needs? Connect 
with us on our website (www.thebellcenter.org) and let us know. As Chairman 
of the Board itôs important to get valuable feedback from the community; we 
are here for you and plan on continuing to be here for a very long time. With 
budget cuts and poverty on the rise nation and worldwide, we are moving to be 
more proactive through the creation of our funds development department. 
The Belle Center has never had a history of fundraising; however, we have 
already begun this year by having our 1st Annual Belle Center Golf Classic and 
more events are to come. We really need the support of the community in all 
of our initiatives, as they are being implemented for the greater good of our 
youth and families in the community. We want to see our youth and their fami-
lies flourish and reach their maximum potential in life and we want to make 
sure that we are in the right place to catapult them towards success.  

 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Rivera 

President of ERHDC Board 

 

Look itôs a bird, itôs a plane, itôs The Belle Center marching down Niagara 
Street in the 9th Annual Puerto Rican Day Parade. The Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade of Western New York Association held its 9th Annual Puerto Rican Day 
Parade which The Belle Center was pleased to be apart of as staff and stu-
dents from the Center walked and drove  in celebration of the Hispanic Cul-
ture. Evelyn Pizarro-21st Century Learning Program Director and staff assem-
bled a red, white and blue Puerto Rican themed balloon column that could be 
seen from miles away while marching down the street. Students and staff also 
enjoyed distributing candy and touting The Belle Center organization as a bea-
con of hope and opportunity not only on the Lower West Side of Buffalo, but in 
Western New York!  
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1st Annual Belle Center Golf Classic: (Left) Executive 

Director of The Belle Center-Nestor Hernandez, President 

of The Belle Center Board-Michael Rivera & Chair of The 

Belle Center Golf Classic-Modesto Candelario. 

Belle Center staff & students at the Puerto Rican Day 
Parade.  



The summer is behind us and the children had a great time enjoying their new playground 
and swimming in the pool. The preschool children and older toddlers had the opportunity to 
go on 3 field trips to the Aquarium, Tifft Nature Preserve and the Buffalo Zoo. 
We are very excited about the UPK program with the maximum-18 children enrolled in the 
program. This fall many of our children have headed off to kindergarten and many of our 
other children have transitioned to new classrooms. Not only do the children have to adjust 
to their new environment but the teachers also have to start over with a whole new group of 
children and get to know what their needs are. 
What is a day care teacher? The day care teacher is a unique person who is dedicated and 
committed to the children in their care. The teachers in the Center work endless hours to 
make each childôs day special. The teachers help to educate and nurture them, often bridg-
ing the gap between infancy and school.  
As teachers create lesson plans, decorate and organize their classrooms, attend to the chil-
drenôs physical needs like hunger pains and emotional needs like sadness or fear, teachers 
maintain open communication with the parents. Many teachers find satisfaction in touching a 
childôs life. One of the most important duties of a day care teacher is to nurture a child and it 
is this role that can help improve the quality of a childôs life forever. 

 

For more information contact:  
ERHDC-The Belle Child Care Center Program Director Laurie Beck at  

Phone: 845-0485 ext. 217 or 218 Email: lbeck@thebellecenter.org 
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Message From The 
ERHDCð The Belle Child 

Center Director  
Laurie Beck: 

 

-Mother Teresa 

Pg. 3 

UPK-Universal Pre-Kindergarten children and staff enjoying a healthy lunch. 
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Message From The 
SACC Program 
Director James 

McNeil:  
 
 

 -Frederick Douglass 

With summer officially over and the fall season here, the holiday season is in full swing. Dur-
ing the celebrations of Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas, The Belle Center under-
stands that these are the times of the year when families need us the most. So come cele-
brate the Holidays with The Belle Center:  

Fall Festival ï October 28th 2011, 5:00 p.m. ï 7:00 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Celebration ï November 21st 2011, 3:30 p.m. ï 5:30 p.m. 
Winter Festival ï TBA. 

Remember the holiday season is a great time to spend with family and friends but it is also 
the time of year crime rises and child predators are on the prowl. Here are a few safety tips 
that your family can put into practice for Halloween: 
Do not allow a child to go ñTrick or Treatingò alone. Be sure older children TAKE A    

  FRIEND and that an ADULT accompanies young children. 
Be certain to accompany young children to the door of every house they approach. 
Be certain that parents are familiar with every house and all people from which the  

  children receive treats. 
Children should be cautioned that they should NOT enter any home without prior  

  permission from their parents. 
Children should be cautioned not to approach any vehicle, occupied or not, unless they   

  know the owner and are accompanied by a parent. 
Make sure that all children carry a glow stick or wear reflective clothing. 
When using facial masks, make sure that children can see and breathe properly and  

  easily. 
All costumes and masks should be clearly marked as flame resistant. 
Children should be warned to NEVER approach any house that is not well lit and does  

  not have a porch or ñoutsideò light on. (Safety Tips From Erie County Department of Health) 

 
For more information contact:  

 SACC Program Director James McNeil at  
Phone: 845-0485 ext. 221 Email: jmcneil@thebellecenter.org Pg. 4 

Summer Camp youth bowing after finishing their dance performance at the 6th Annual Kids Fest.  


