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Greetings WNY! At The Belle Center we are so proud of the year that our organiza-
tion has had. We are looking forward to all the new opportunities that we have to 
meet the needs of members in our community throughout this new year and be-
yond. We strive to provide comprehensive services to our community. However, 
alone, we cannot accomplish our mission: ñto offer innovative educational, social 
and community building services for children, youth, senior citizens and families 
living in Western New York.ò We ask that you support us through our Belle Center 
Annual Fund 2011. Your gift has an unlimited potential to help within our program 
model that has no break in service from birth to age 24. Our goal is to raise 
$50,000. Although pledges will be collected April 1, 2011 - June 30, 2011, you have 
until December 31, 2011 to honor your pledge. For more information on The Belle 
Center Annual Fund visit (www.thebellecenter.org/donate). 

We want the community to know that we are here for 
you and have and will continue to partner with other 
agencies like The Buffalo Dream Center to provide 
premier services. The Buffalo Dream Center held its 
11th annual Boxes of Love event when greater than 
3,000 families were assisted in Western New York for 
the Christmas holiday. Pastor Eric Johns of The Buf-
falo Dream Center marked the start of the holiday 
season by living on the streets of Buffalo for one 
week, in an effort to raise awareness surrounding the 

needs of impoverished 
families in Buffalo, NY dur-
ing the holidays. 
Boxes of Love is entirely 
funded and operated by volunteers from greater than one hundred churches 
and organizations around the United States. There were 15 distribution sites in 
WNY. However, the largest distribution took place at The Belle Center where 
hundreds of families received food and age appropriate toys. This year Santa 
was also on hand to spread even more Christmas cheer.  
Visit us online (www.thebellecenter.org) and see how we can be of service to 
you or perhaps someone you know. Also, for the most up to date information 
about whatôs happening at The Belle Center register your email address for 
our monthly ñBelle-A-Gramò, follow us on Twitter and Facebook.   
 

Inside this 
issue: 

Chairman of 
the Board 

2 

Busy At The 
Belle  

2 

An Inside Look
(Provides an in -

depth look into The 
Belle Centerõs pri-
mary programs).  

Early Childhood  

Elementary School  

Middle School/
High School  

College 

Buffalo Ameri-
Corps 

Family, Commu-
nity & Health Pro-
gram & Services 

        -Parent-Child  

         Home Program  

        -Asthma Screen   

          -ing Program  

        -Senior Well -             

         ness Program 

 

Life in a posi-
tive light.  

Tis The Season 
To Serve 

 

 

 

 

  

The Buffalo Dream Centerôs Boxes of Love 2010 event  
at The Belle Center. 
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chez at the Boxes of Love-
Belle Center  distribution.  
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Greetings! 
  
      On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Staff of the Belle Center we want to wish you all 
Happy Holidays! As President of the Board I am proud to announce that The Belle Center 
is gratified by the programs, activities and events that we have successfully held this past year. Our 
10 year plan is on schedule which necessitates the continued hard work and support of our Board 
Members, Staff, Volunteers, Public Officials and Buffalo AmeriCorps members in order to reach our 
Goals.   

     The year 2009-2010, I am proud to announce has been very successful and we are looking for-

ward to all the year 2011 has to offer.  We are thankful for the great support of our Board of Di-

rectors and the community. In this new year we want to increase the amount of interaction between 

us and the community. We have applied for many grants such as the Margaret L. Wendt Founda-

tion and AmeriCorps to create greater opportunities for the community to gain employment, attain higher education and 

achieve new levels of self sufficiency. At The Belle Center we are here to provide quality services as a premier Center in the 

City of Buffalo. 

  

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Rivera 

The Belle Center has been busy as usual working to build 

the organization so that we can provide primer services to 

the community. Branding has been an important item on our 

agenda and we worked with Imprints Created for our Belle 

Center apparel, Minuteman Press (Main St.) to help create 

presentation folders and VSP Marketing Graphic Group to 

adorn interior parts of the facility with the organizationôs logo 

and values. In addition, the box truck was wrapped by VSP to create further brand aware-

ness of The Belle Center while out serving the community.  

The Belle Center is not just a community center, itôs a beacon of hope offering an opportu-

nity for advancement and change for many of the 350+ persons that enter its doors on a 

daily basis. At The Belle Center we are here to serve the community and our most pressing 

question is: how may we help you? Look at the pictures to see just some of the renovations 

and other great things being done at The Belle Center! 

Michael A. Rivera-President 
of the Board of Erie Regional 

Housing Development 
 Corporation  
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Congratulations to our Board President-Michael Rivera in celebration of his retirement from the  
University At Buffalo after 39 years of service! 
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Message From The 
ERHDCð The Belle Child 

Center Director  
Laurie Beck: 

 
 
 
 

-Anonymous 

Day Care parent -Luis Soto and daughter Miranda Soto decorating cookies at  the Day Careôs cookie decorating event.  

2010 has come to an end and the day care center looks back at a busy year.  In 
January 2010 the day care center opened its doors to provide care for children ages 
6 weeks to 5 years old. The day care center has provided care to about 150 families 
in a warm, safe, and nurturing environment. The child care teachers work together as 
a team to create lifelong learners by providing a proper learning environment and 
various types of learning activities for children in their care. 
 
On Tuesday, December 21, 2010 the children celebrated the holidays by decorating 
cookies. The staff had a fun time assisting the children and the children loved eating 
their cookies after they were done. The year 2011 holds great things in store for the 
day care center, as we will continue to connect children, parents and staff with the 
tools needed to reach the goals that they dream of.    

 
For more information contact:  

ERHDC-The Belle Child Care Center Program Director Laurie Beck at  
Phone: 845-0485 ext. 33 or 32 Email: lbeck@thebellecenter.org 
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Message From The 
SACC Program 
Director James 

McNeil:  

 

-Samuel Smiles 

Jocelyn Rivera is a 4th grade student in 
School Age Childcare at The Belle Cen-
ter.  She attends Waterfront Elementary 
School. Before Jocelyn enrolled at The 
Belle Center she was failing nearly 
every subject in school. Today, thanks 
to tutoring and mentoring by SACC 
staff, she now has an average of 
82!  She wants to make the Merit Roll 
next quarter and we believe sheôs right 
on track to do so.  
 
School Age Child Care works with the 
parents of the students enrolled in the 
program. Here is what Jocelynôs mom 

had to say when coming to enroll her two children into SACC : ñWhen I first arrived at 
The Belle Center, I noticed that the building from the outside is very well maintained 
and is not an eye sore, then I had to be buzzed in (ok, so far so good).  Mr. James 
(SACC Director) explained to me the things that The Belle Center offers and one was 
assistance with homework, not just seeing if the kids did it, but helping them to better 
understand what it is that they are working on. School work comes first, there is time 
put to the side to allow for that and they try and make learning fun. There is also time 
for play, a reward if you will. Once you have finished your homework without feeling 
rushed to get it done you are allowed to have fun activities to rest your mind. The kids 
are also cooked a hot meal before I come and pick them up after I get off work. My 
kids seem to have a good time there and I see them growing and learning and matur-
ing in ways that I never imagined. Dance, Science, the year book clubé the list can 
go on with the things my children are coming home talking about and a shine on their 
little faces as they do, makes me as a mom not worry and happy that they are not 
only being taken care of but also are enjoying themselves.ò -Sharon Turner-Rivera 
 

 
For more information contact:  

 SACC Program Director James McNeil at  
Phone: 845-0485 ext. 23 Email: jmcneil@thebellecenter.org 

SACC student-Jocelyn Rivera during homework tutorial. 
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